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Tradition In Transition

A History of the School of Information Sciences,
Ul’llVGI‘SIty of Pittsburgh,100th Anniversary,
1901-2001
CAROL BLEIER

Published by the University of Pittsburgh
in cooperation with Scarecrow Press

Yublished as part of a year-long cel-
| ebration of the centennial of the
School of Information Sciences, this vol-
| ume interweaves anecdotes about indi-
viduals with facts and dates to provide a
& detailed history and a picture of the peo-
| ple who made the School what it is today.

Several threads emerge as this history

8 unfolds. The first thread began with the

| June 2103 0'8'03“;':?28’:‘”19;2';‘_’,;5?:;‘; programs that educate librarians to work

with children and youth (still a major

thrust of the School) and with many “firsts” that helped shape the values

~ - and traditions of the School. Programs to prepare people to work in school

- library media centers, in archives and records management positions, in all

- types of libraries, and in professional positions managing and providing

. access to information in a wide range of specialties and organizations devel-

~__ oped rapidly.

- A second thread began with the interdisciplinary and emerging field

. of information science in 1963 and brought together, under the University’s

- leadership, visionaries from different scientific disciplines and from business

~ and industry. A third thread is in telecommunications, initiated in 1986, with

. leaders from engineering, computer science, business and policy, which

. began with a Masters degree and expanded to include a PhD track in
= telecommunications and a track in Wireless Systems.

% This fascinating narrative focuses on the individuals who shaped the
“. values, curriculum, teaching, learning, research and scholarship, and service
" to educate librarians and, later, information professionals in a very wide
= range of specializations. These individuals also were leaders in shaping the
., discipline itself, and they are among the most highly regarded of educators

_ and scholars in the field.




Pitt's School of Information Sciences has long been an innovative leader in
the field and the first to introduce many technologies, and to introduce, as
well courses in the areas of ethics and policy. The School started the first
Information Ethics Forum in 1989. Programs like medical librarianship and
biomedical informatics were pioneering efforts in the 1980s, the telecommu-
nications program was the first in any information sciences school, and the
wireless and geoinformatics curricula and laboratories, begun in the 1990s,
serve to keep Pitt on the leading edge of education in the information sci-
ences.

This fascinating narrative actually describes the evolution of a profession
using the history of one of its leading educational institutions as a lens. Of
interest to all library and information science educators, as well as students
interested in the history of education and the development of the various
facets of information science. Contains over 100 historic photos.

This beautiful book is the perfect gift!
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SCARECROW PRESS
4720 Boston Way
Lanham, Maryland 20706

Since 1950, Scarecrow Press has pub-
lished quality reference sources and
monographs in the area of information

science. Each year we continue to broad-
en our list to include more textbooks in
information science, new series that
address the technological frontiers of this

" profession, as well as handbooks and ref-

erence tools for librarians serving children
and youth.

Please visit our web site to view an array
of professional resources for information
professionals as well as our historical dic-
tionaries, film and music titles, and VOYA,
our magazine for professionals working
with teens. All online purchases receive a
15% discount. www.scarecrowpress.com

Order online and save 15%




