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Some end-user applications are greatly simplified by execution on virtualized networks that have 
been enhanced or idealized in  ways which specifically support the application. This talk discusses 
the affordances provided to end-user applications running on virtual networks which variously: (a) 
manage latency, (b) manage jitter, (c) provide ultra-reliable packet delivery, (d) optimize branch 
points for multicast packet duplication, (e) isolate sensitive information flows, and/or (f) bundle 
network billing with application use. Examples will be provided from the realm of US Ignite 
applications.  
 
Dr. Glenn Ricart, currently the Founder and CTO of US Ignite, has been a leading innovator in computer networking and related fields for forty 
years. Glenn is an Internet pioneer who implemented the first Inter-net interconnection point (the FIX in College Park, Maryland) and was 
recognized for this achievement by being inducted into the Internet Hall of Fame in August 2013. In one of his previous roles where he was 
academic CIO at the University of Maryland, his campus implemented the first institution-wide TCP/IP (Internet) network in 1983 using low-cost 
PDP-11 routers (“Fuzballs”) with software devised at the University of Maryland. Glenn was principal investigator of SURAnet, the first regional 
TCP/IP (Internet) network of academic and commercial institutions. 
 
Glenn has also held other senior management positions including Executive Vice President and CTO for Novell in the 1990s, Managing Director 
of PricewaterhouseCoopers, and CEO and President of National LambdaRail. Dr. Ricart is also the founder or co-founder of five startups 
including US Ignite, and CenterBeam, which was sold to Earthlink in 2013 after 14 years of independent operation. 
 
Glenn’s formal education includes degrees from Case Institute of Technology and Case Western Reserve University, and his Ph.D. in Computer 
Science is from the University of Maryland, College Park. His inventions have resulted in more than a dozen patents. Dr. Ricart has served on the 
boards of three public companies, CACI, the SCO Organization, and First USA Financial Services, in addition to numerous non-profits. 


